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1. Eligibility

1.1. Who can apply?

ONLY beneficiaries who have received an EIC invitation to submit a proposal will be eligible.

1.2. Whatis considered an eligible beneficiary?

The eligible beneficiaries which may receive the EIC invitation are:

e EIC Awardees: Refers to beneficiaries of EIC Pathfinder, EIC Transition, FET Open and FET
Proactive funded projects.

e EIC Inventors: Refers to individual researchers, scientists, or innovators who contribute to
EIC Pathfinder or EIC Transition funded projects and generate novel ideas, technologies,
or intellectual property. The EIC Work Programme and the Horizon Europe Model Grant
Agreement (MGA) state that "EIC inventors are granted indefinite access rights for
exploitation purposes under certain conditions”.

e Technology Transfer Offices (TTOs): These are entities or units within research
organisations, universities, or innovation hubs that focus on the commercialization of
research results. TTOs from EIC Pathfinder and EIC Transition funded projects.

e Other Related Third Parties: Other entities invited by the EIC that are relevant for the
development of the activity. Provided they have the necessary access rights or have been
assigned by the relevant EIC awardee to assess the innovation potential and explore
possible commercialization pathways for the project's results (whether preliminary or
final).

1.3. Whatis the EIC invitation?

Applicants will be directly contacted by the EIC and will receive an invitation to apply for the call.
Along with the invitation, they will also receive a set of recommended activities for the application
process. It is mandatory to follow these recommendations to ensure the submission meets all the
necessary requirements.

The link to access the platform is private and has been provided to each applicant as part of the
invitation sent by the EIC.

In addition to the link, the invitation will provide applicants with a specific ARES number, which

will be essential for preparing the application. This ARES number will also serve as the means of
verification for the Boost team during the evaluation process.
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1.4.  What requirements must I meet to apply?

All applications will be checked against the following Eligibility criteria:

e ARES Number: The ARES number provided in the invitation letter will be verified to assess
eligibility. Applications with an inconsistent ARES number will be rejected.

e Type of Activity. Proposals will be checked to confirm that the service requested is one of
the activities listed in Section 3.2 “Activities that qualify for financial support” of the Call
for Proposals Terms of Reference.

e Maximum cumulative financial support requested: Maximum cumulative financial support
of €150,000 per EIC Pathfinder, FET Open and FET Proactive project (i.e a maximum of
three EIC Booster Grants of €50,000). Maximum cumulative financial support of €50,000
per EIC Transition project (i.e One EIC Booster Grant of €50,000).

e Lack of double funding from EIC instruments: to confirm that the applicant has declared
that has not received funding from other EIC Instruments to support the same activities.
During the eligibility check, before sending the Eligibility Notification to the EIC Booster
grant applicant, the lack of double funding will be checked against the self-declaration
included in the eForm.

1.5. Idid notreceive an EIC invitation. Can I apply?

No, this is a restricted call to provide funding support only to identified EIC Awardees.

1.6.  Which activities are eligible for funding?

Booster grant aims to fund innovation activities to explore potential pathways to
commercialisation or portfolio activities to a booster grant project linked to an EIC pathfinder, EIC
transition-funded, FET Open or FET Proactive projects.

A list of recommended activities for the EIC Booster Grants will be provided alongside the
invitation to apply. Only activities recommended in the invitation letter are eligible to be funded.

The Innovation activities that qualify for financial support could include, but are not limited to:
e definition of a commercialisation process;
e market and competitiveness analysis;
e technology assessment;
e verification of innovation potential;
e consolidation of IP rights;
e business case development;
e exploratory/preparatory work for creating start-ups or spin-offs;
e support for hosting by a public or private incubator/ accelerator;
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The Portfolio activities that qualify for financial support could include, but are not limited to:
e defining common objectives and activities;
e Dbuilding synergies within the EIC Portfolio and with any outside relevant partners, including
within the EIT Community;
e engaging strategic partners to overcome common challenges;
e (co)-organising events;
¢ maximising data sharing;
e raising visibility of the EIC Portfolio’s community and the EIC;

1.7. Can I apply for an activity that is not included in the EIC
recommendations?

No, only activities recommended in the invitation letter are eligible to be funded. Eligibility of the
activity according to the EIC invitation will be checked at evaluation phase.

2. Application

2.1. Relevant dates

Call Opening: 06 of March 2025

Call cut-offs 2026:
e 6th cut-off: 12th January 2026, 17:00h Brussels Time
e 7th cut-off: 9th February 2026, 17:00h Brussels Time
e 8th cut-off: 9th March 2026, 17:00h Brussels Time
e  9th cut-off: 13th April 2026, 17:00h Brussels Time
e 10th cut-off: 11th May 2026, 17:00h Brussels Time
e 11th cut-off: 8th June 2026, 17:00h Brussels Time

Previous cut-off dates:
e 1st cut-off: 8th April 2025, 17:00h Brussels Time
e 2nd cut-off: 6th May 2025, 17:00h Brussels Time
e 3rd cut-off: 3rd June 2025, 17:00h Brussels Time
e 4th cut-off: 9th September 2025, 17:00h Brussels Time
e 5th cut-off: 4th November 2025, 17:00h Brussels Time
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Please note that the additional cut-offs may be introduced at a later stage, or existing ones
removed, depending on the availability of the remaining budget, as this call operates on a first-
come, first-served basis.

IMPORTANT: Please note that the implementation of the EIC Booster grants’ call for
proposals and selection process is managed independently by the BOOST consortium
partners. Therefore, please read carefully the process outlined in these Terms of
Reference.

2.2.  Where do I need to apply?

Submissions will be done ONLY via the OnePass platform, and it will be the unique entry point for
all application submissions. Applications submitted by any other means will not be considered nor
evaluated.

2.3.  What is the language for my application?

English is the official language for the Boost call for proposals. Submissions done in any language
other than English will not be eligible. Legal incorporation documents submitted in national
languages will need to be accompanied with an English translation.

2.4.  Can I submit more than one application?

Each EIC invitation only allows one application per applicant or project, unless otherwise stated
orindicated in the EIC invitation letter.

For applications from consortiums, only one application is allowed per consortium unless
otherwise stated or indicated in the EIC invitation letter. Only the recipient of the invitation will
be able to submit an application and invite other partners.

EIC Pathfinder, FET Open, and FET Proactive projects have a maximum grant support of €150,000,
and each EIC Booster grant is capped at €50,000. This allows for multiple applications within the

same cut-off, but only with explicit EIC approval or if clearly stated in the invitation letter.

EIC Transition projects are allowed to receive a maximum of one EIC Booster grant capped at
€50,000. Therefore, only one application is allowed.

If multiple applications are submitted, based on the same EIC invitation letter, only the last one
will be evaluated.
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If an application is not selected, the applicant(s) may resubmit a new application in subsequent
cut-offs, up to a maximum of three times.

2.5. CanIupdate my application after submission?

Once submitted, an application cannot be modified or reopened. If an applicant wishes to make
changes before the cut-off deadline, they must submit a new application. Only the latest submitted
version before the deadline will be evaluated.

The Helpdesk will not process any requests to reopen submitted applications or make
modifications.

2.6. Inwhat format should I submit my application?

Any documentation requested in any of the phases of the call for proposals and EIC Booster Grants
programme implementation must be submitted electronically in PDF format.

Applicants will be provided with an editable template of the application form to prepare the
application offline. The technical part - which refers to Excellence, Impact and Quality and
Efficiency of the Implementation sections of the application form - of the proposal can be filled
out directly in the eform available on the OnePass platform (recommended) or attached as a file,
as long as the attached file is based on the provided template. However, it will be mandatory to
complete all other sections of the eform in the OnePass platform.

Submitting the form in any other format, via email, or through any other means will automatically
disqualify the submission.

3. Evaluation and selection

3.1.  Who will assess my evaluation?

The applications will be assessed by a mixed evaluation committee composed of three external
and independent evaluators, including an EIC Programme Manager, an Independent External
Evaluator and an EIC Project Officer (or second Independent External Evaluator). The evaluation
panel will be selected with the aim of achieving geographical and gender balance whenever
possible. Their knowledge and expertise in the thematic areas of the proposal will be considered.

The selected evaluators will be independent of the organisations involved in the consortium and
of any third party applying to the call.
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3.2.  When will I receive the results of my application?

All applicants will be notified of their eligibility results within an indicative period of up to 5 days
from the cut-off date.

The communication of the evaluation's final results to all the eligible applicants will be up to 6
weeks from the cut-off date. There will not be any prior disclosure of information about the
evaluation process before the consensus meeting has finished.

4. Programme

4.1. How many applications will be awarded?

The goal is to select at least 100 EIC Booster Grant projects. The final number may vary depending
on the funding requested by the selected projects.

4.2.  What is the duration of the programme?

The EIC Booster Grants programme is expected to last between 3 and 9 months, depending on the
proposed activities; however, a longer duration is possible if properly justified. In all cases, the
programme must be completed no later than 30 April 2027.

4.3. How does the funding support work?

The financing provided for each sub-granted project is determined through a lump sum scheme,
taking into account the requirements specified in the call text. The selected projects will receive
the funding as follows:

e 1st Milestone Review - Project start:

o Deliverable: Individual Follow-up Plan (IFP) including the Impact baseline data.
The Individual Follow-up Plan is the document where the KPIs and Deliverables
expected after the Innovation/Portfolio activities execution are established. The
IFP is a document up to 5 pages.

o Prepayment: A prefinancing of 70% of the total amount to the booster grant project
(up to €35.000) will be issued within 3 weeks (15 working days) from the SGA
signature, provided that the IFP and Impact baseline data is delivered and
validated.

e 2nd Milestone Review - Project end:
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o Deliverable: EIC Booster grant project Final Report. The final report is the main
deliverable requested for an EIC Booster grant (except for ethics deliverable in
exceptional cases). The final report is a document of a maximum of 10 pages
presenting the work done.

o Final payment: A final payment of 30% of the total grant amount (up to €15.000)
will take place within 3 weeks (15 working days) after the approval of the final
report.

4.4,  Which are the payment conditions?

A delayed payment mechanism will be applied to all payments. 15% of each tranche will be paid
to the beneficiaries who completed the given stage once the whole Boost Project is completed.
This should happen approximately 9 months after the end of the Project. The expected end of the
Boost project is 31st December 2027. Relevant provisions will be included in the Sub-grant
Agreements. Please bear in mind that the Boost project might be extended.
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