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PREVIOUS CUT-OFF DATES: 
1st cut-off: 8th April 2025, 17:00h Brussels Time 
2nd cut-off: 6th May 2025, 17:00h Brussels Time 
3rd cut-off: 3rd June 2025, 17:00h Brussels Time 

4th cut-off: 9th September 2025, 17:00h Brussels Time 
5th cut-off: 4th November 2025, 17:00h Brussels Time 

 
Please note that the additional cut-offs may be introduced at a later stage, or existing ones removed, depending on 
the availability of the remaining budget, as this call operates on a first-come, first-served basis.      
      
      

IMPORTANT: Please note that the implementation of the EIC Booster grants’ call for 
proposals and selection process is managed independently by the BOOST consortium 
partners. Therefore, please read carefully the process outlined in these Terms of Reference. 
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List of Acronyms 
 

EIC European Innovation Council 

EISMEA European Innovation Council and SMEs Executive Agency 

FET Future and Emerging Technologies 

PIC Participant Identification Code 

VAT Value Added Tax 

ESR Evaluation Summary Report 

SGA Sub-grantee Agreement 

TTO Technology Transfer Office 
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1.  Introduction 

1.1. About Boost project 

The mission of Boost project is to support EISMEA (European Innovation Council and SMEs 
Executive Agency) in the implementation of EIC Booster Grants for the EIC Awardees. The project 
is a continuation of the EIC Booster Grant scheme as implemented by EISMEA since 2023. 
 
The potential beneficiaries of the EIC Booster Grants are EIC Awardees from EIC 
Pathfinder/Transition and/or related third parties invited by the EIC. These include Technology 
Transfer Offices (TTO´s), EIC Inventors and other third parties linked to projects already selected 
under the Pathfinder or Transition calls (including EIC Pathfinder/Transition, FET-Open and FET-
Proactive calls), provided with the necessary access rights or entrusted with any such task by the 
concerned awardee. 
 
The Boost project will launch a restricted call for proposals with multiple cut-offs to provide 
funding support to identified EIC Awardees. 

1.2. Objectives and ambition 

 
The Boost project ambition is to ease the access of EIC Awardees (mainly EIC Pathfinder and EIC 
Transition projects as well as related third parties) to the EIC Booster grants by guaranteeing 
efficient and EC-rules compliant governance, adequate integration of EIC Booster grants within 
the EIC community support and EIC/EISMEA portfolio management activities, and gathering of 
both operative and impact data that will support evidence-based decision-making by EIC and 
EISMEA in the future.  
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2. Call for proposals information 

2.1. Call summary  

The goal is to select at least 100 EIC Booster Grant projects. The final number may vary depending 
on the funding requested by the selected projects. The total available budget for the EIC Booster 
Grant programme is €5,000,000. It is important to note that the call for proposals will follow a 
'first-come, first-served' approach, with cut-offs. The call opens on March 6th. 
 

 

 

Figure 1: Opening and cut-off dates 2026      

* The deadline for submission is as stated in this Guidelines document and will be always at Brussels Time. 
Please note that the platform for submission’s time depends on the user's configured time zone and may or may 
not coincide with the correct time (this depends on the user, not the platform for submission). Any discrepancies 
in system time will not be grounds for deadline extension.  
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2.2. Call for proposals timeline 

● Admissibility and Eligibility check: Indicative period of up to 5 days      from the cut-off 
date. All applicants will be notified of their eligibility results. 

● Evaluation period: Indicative evaluation period of up to 6 weeks (External evaluation up 
to 4 weeks and Consensus meeting up to 1 week -if required-) from the cut-off date. 

● Results: The communication of the evaluation's final results to all the eligible applicants 
will be up to 6 weeks from the cut-off date. There will not be any prior disclosure of 
information about the evaluation process before the consensus meeting has finished.  The 
pre-selected applicants will go through the legal validation and the sub-grant agreement 
preparation afterwards.  

● Legal validation and Sub-grant agreement preparation and signature: From 6 to 9 weeks 
from the cut-off date. Legal validation is applied exclusively to successful applicants and 
involves the submission of various documents (see Section 5.5 Validation of the legal 
entity) to ensure compliance with the requirements of the Boost project. 

● Starting of the programme: Up to 3 weeks from the sub-grant agreement signature, the 
successful applicants will receive the prepayment and will start the EIC Booster grants 
programme. 

 

3. Rules and Conditions 

3.1. Eligible Beneficiaries 

ONLY beneficiaries who have received an EIC-endorsed invitation to submit a proposal will be 
eligible.  The ARES number provided in the invitation letter will be verified to assess eligibility. 
Applications with an inconsistent ARES number will be rejected.  
 
The eligible beneficiaries which may receive financial support are: 

1. EIC Awardees: Refers to beneficiaries of EIC Pathfinder, EIC Transition, FET Open and FET 
Proactive funded projects. 

2. EIC Inventors: Refers to individual researchers, scientists, or innovators who contribute to 
EIC Pathfinder or EIC Transition funded projects and generate novel ideas, technologies, 
or intellectual property. The EIC Work Programme and the Horizon Europe Model Grant 
Agreement (MGA) state that "EIC inventors are granted indefinite access rights for 
exploitation purposes under certain conditions”. 

3. Technology Transfer Offices (TTOs): These are entities or units within research 
organisations, universities, or innovation hubs that focus on the commercialization of 
research results. TTOs from EIC Pathfinder and EIC Transition funded projects. 

4. Other Related Third Parties: Other entities invited by the EIC that are relevant for the 
development of the activity. Provided they have the necessary access rights or have been 
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assigned by the relevant EIC awardee to assess the innovation potential and explore 
possible commercialization pathways for the project's results (whether preliminary or 
final). 

 
This EIC Booster grants call for proposals is open to both single entities and consortia, provided 
they meet the requirements of this call. 

3.2. Activities that qualify for financial support 

Booster grant aims to fund innovation activities to explore potential pathways to 
commercialisation or portfolio activities to a booster grant project linked to an EIC pathfinder, 
EIC transition-funded, FET Open or FET Proactive projects. The goal is to provide EIC/FET 
Awardees with some small financial support to carry out Portfolio coordinating activities or to 
nurture innovation which was not foreseen in the initial grant.  
 
The Innovation activities that qualify for financial support could include, but are not limited to: 

● definition of a commercialisation process; 
● market and competitiveness analysis; 
● technology assessment; 
● verification of innovation potential; 
● consolidation of IP rights; 
● business case development; 
● exploratory/preparatory work for creating start-ups or spin-offs; 
● support for hosting by a public or private incubator/ accelerator; 

 
The Portfolio activities that qualify for financial support could include, but are not limited to: 

● defining common objectives and activities; 
● building synergies within the EIC Portfolio and with any outside relevant partners, including 

within the EIT Community; 
● engaging strategic partners to overcome common challenges; 
● (co)-organising events; 
● maximising data sharing; 
● raising visibility of the EIC Portfolio’s community and the EIC; 

 
A list of recommended activities for the EIC Booster Grants will be provided alongside the 
invitation to apply. Only activities recommended in the invitation letter are eligible to be funded. 
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3.3. Financial support  

The maximum amount of financial support will never exceed €50.000 contribution per booster 
grant project.   
 
The maximum size of cumulative financial support in the form of a grant allocated to an EIC 
Pathfinder, FET Open or FET Proactive project under this action is €150,000, i.e. a maximum of 
three EIC Booster grants of €50,000.  
 
A maximum of one EIC Booster grant can be awarded for each EIC Transition project, i.e. up to 
€50,000 allocated through one EIC Booster grant. 

3.4. Multiple submissions 

Each EIC invitation only allows one application per applicant or project, unless otherwise stated 
or indicated in the EIC invitation letter.  
 
For applications from consortiums, only one application is allowed per consortium unless 
otherwise stated or indicated in the EIC invitation letter.  Only the recipient of the invitation will 
be able to submit an application and invite other partners.  
      
EIC Pathfinder, FET Open, and FET Proactive projects have a maximum grant support of €150,000, 
and each EIC Booster grant is capped at €50,000. This allows for multiple applications within the 
same cut-off, but only with explicit EIC approval or if clearly stated in the invitation letter. 
 
EIC Transition projects are allowed to receive a maximum of one EIC Booster grant capped at 
€50,000. Therefore, only one application is allowed.  
 
If multiple applications are submitted, based on the same EIC invitation letter, only the last one 
will be evaluated. 
 
Whenever an applicant(s) from an EIC Pathfinder, FET Open or FET Proactive project has been 
previously funded, the proposal will be reviewed through the self-declaration of double funding 
and subsequently during the formal check to ensure that it is different from the previous one. 
 
If an application is not selected, the applicant(s) may resubmit a new application in subsequent 
cut-offs, up to a maximum of three times. 
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3.5. Language 

English is the official language for the Boost call for proposals. Submissions done in any language 
other than English will not be eligible. Legal incorporation documents submitted in national 
languages will need to be accompanied with an English translation.  
 
English is the only official language during the whole implementation of the Boost project. This 
means that any requested submission of documentation and deliverables will be done in English 
to be eligible, and the programme activities will be only held in English. 

3.6. Absence of Conflict of interest 

Applicants must not have any actual or potential conflicts of interest during the Boost selection 
process or the entire programme duration. Any situations that could potentially influence the 
impartiality of the individuals taking part in the selection process, or during the programme 
implementation, are considered conflicts of interest. These can include financial interests, personal 
relationships, or any other factors that could affect the applicant's ability to remain impartial. All 
cases of conflict of interest will be assessed on a case-by-case basis by the relevant Boost 
consortium partners. If an applicant is found to have a conflict of interest, this could result in the 
application being disqualified. 
 
It is important to note that Boost consortium partners, their affiliated entities, employees, and 
subcontractors are not allowed to submit a proposal and therefore to receive any financial 
support through the call for proposals, as this would violate the European Commission's 
regulations. 

3.7. Ethical issues 

Boost strictly adheres to the fundamental ethical principles outlined in the "European Code of 
Conduct for Research Integrity". To ensure compliance, all applicants are required to complete 
the Ethics form, as well as the Ethics Self-Assessment, during the submission process.  
 
All applicants must thoroughly review and assess their applications for any potential ethical issues 
before submission. Failure to comply with the ethical guidelines outlined in the "European Code 
of Conduct for Research Integrity" could lead to disqualification of the application. Therefore, 
it is of utmost importance that all applicants take the necessary steps to ensure that their proposals 
meet the highest ethical standards. 
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To assist with this the European Commission has provided a support document titled "How to 
Complete Your Ethics Self-Assessment" which offers detailed guidance on the self-assessment 
process. 
 
During the evaluation process, the Boost consortium may verify whether the self-assessment 
declaration aligns with the contents of the application. In cases where clarification is needed, the 
consortium reserves the right to contact the beneficiaries. If an applicant indicates that their 
application may have ethical issues, an ethics review will be conducted. As a result of the ethical 
evaluation, the applicant might be requested to provide the ethics deliverable before the final 
payment of the grant. 

3.8. Financial status 

Healthy finances and a clean sheet are a must. We don’t accept entities that are under liquidation 
or are an enterprise under difficulty according to the Commission Regulation No 651/2014, art. 
2.18, or that are excluded from the possibility of obtaining EU funding under the provisions of both 
national and EU law, or by a decision of both national or EU authority. We also don’t accept entities 
that are meeting national regulations regarding bankruptcy. 
 

4. Application submission process 

4.1. EIC Invitation 

Applicants will be directly contacted by the EIC and will receive an invitation to apply for the call. 
Along with the invitation, they will also receive a set of recommended activities for the application 
process. It is mandatory to follow these recommendations to ensure the submission meets all the 
necessary requirements. 
 
The link to access the platform is private and has been provided to each applicant as part of the 
invitation sent by the EIC. Only applications submitted directly through the online submission 
platform by eligible beneficiaries who have received the invitation will be considered eligible. It is 
imperative that this link is not shared with individuals or entities outside the eligible beneficiary 
categories. 
 
In addition to the link, the invitation will provide applicants with a specific ARES number, which 
will be essential for preparing the application. This ARES number will also serve as the means of 
verification for the Boost team during the evaluation process. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/how-to-complete-your-ethics-self-assessment_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/how-to-complete-your-ethics-self-assessment_en.pdf
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4.2. Application preparation and reception 

Submissions will be done ONLY via the OnePass platform, and it will be the unique entry point for 
all application submissions. Applications submitted by any other means will not be considered nor 
evaluated. Only the documentation included in the submission will be considered by evaluators.  
 
To submit the application, applicants must use the link provided in the invitation and either log in 
or register on the OnePass platform. Registration can be done using a Gmail account, or LinkedIn 
account or by creating an account providing an email address and basic information like username, 
name, and password. 
 
The application reception for the year 2026 will close according to the cut-offs presented 
previously. There will not be any cut-off deadline extensions unless there is a Force Majeure 
situation, caused by the Boost consortium and not by the applicants, which renders the system 
unavailable. 
 
Please note that the additional cut-offs may be introduced at a later stage, or existing ones 
removed, depending on the availability of the remaining budget, as this call operates on a first-
come, first-served basis.      
 
Boost reserves the right to modify the cut-off dates, adjust the call conditions, or cancel the call if 
necessary. In such cases, all applicants and EIC-invited projects will be duly informed. 

4.3. Documents format 

Any documentation requested in any of the phases of the call for proposals and EIC Booster Grants 
programme implementation must be submitted electronically in PDF format. 
 
Applicants will be provided with an editable template of the application form (see Annex I) to 
prepare the application offline. The technical part - which refers to Excellence, Impact and Quality 
and Efficiency of the Implementation sections of the application form - of the proposal can be 
filled out directly in the eform available on the OnePass platform (recommended) or attached as a 
file, as long as the attached file is based on the provided template. However, it will be mandatory 
to complete all other sections of the eform in the OnePass platform. Submitting the form in any 
other format, via email, or through any other means will automatically disqualify the submission. 
 
Applicants must strictly adhere to the templates and form provided by Boost consortium via 
OnePass platform, which defines sections and the overall length. Evaluators will be instructed not 
to consider extra material in the evaluation. 
 



BOOST Project                                                      
Grant Agreement nº 101192038 
 
 

Call for Proposals Terms of Reference   13                                                                                                                                    
 

Applicants are required to ensure that all information provided in their application, including the 
self-assessment of eligibility criteria, is accurate and truthful.  

4.4. Submission steps 

For the successful submission, applicants are strongly advised to follow these steps: 
1. Check the Call for Proposals Terms of Reference. 
2. Applicants are required to apply online and answer all mandatory questions through the 

link endorsed on the invitation sent by the EIC. Moreover, applicants must submit all the 
requested documents established in the call. The lack of any of the documents or answers 
to required questions will negatively affect the eligibility of the applicant for the evaluation 
process.  

3. In addition, note that certain documents - which will be required for each applicant 
selected for the programme and signing a sub-grant agreement - may take time to acquire. 
It is highly advisable that you read the ‘Section 5.4: Sub-grant agreement preparation’ and 
take into consideration the time needed to obtain these documents. 

4. Be concrete and concise. Open questions have character limitations. Please examine all the 
Call for proposals documents. 

5. Submissions will be accepted only within the Call for Proposals duration, which is designed 
with multiple cut-offs. Applicants can submit their proposals for each cut-off, and if they 
miss one, the next cut-off will open automatically the following day. It is strongly advised 
not to wait until the last moment to submit. 
 

5. Evaluation and selection process  
 
The process for evaluating and selecting proposals has been designed to ensure a fair, transparent, 
and efficient approach to allocating funding. Each stage will be detailed in the following sub-
sections to ensure applicants have a clear understanding of the criteria and methodology applied 
during the evaluation and selection process. 
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Figure 2: Call for Proposals Process 

5.1. Evaluation process 

5.1.1. Admissibility criteria 

All proposals received will be checked against the Admissibility Criteria which are: 
1. Submission system. Proposals must be submitted using OnePass. Proposals submitted by 

any other means will not be admitted. 
2. English-language. English is the official language of the Calls for applicants. The proposal 

must be in English in all its mandatory parts to be admitted. 
3. Complete applications. Only full applications, in mandatory parts, will be admitted.  
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At this stage, it will be checked that the compulsory requested information and documents have 
been properly uploaded, namely: 

● ARES Number together with the EIC/FET Project Name.  
● List of ongoing projects funded by EIC/FET Instruments to check, later on, the lack of 

double funding for the requested service. 

5.1.2. Eligibility criteria 

After the admissibility check, all admissible proposals will be checked against the Eligibility 
Criteria which are: 

1. ARES Number: The ARES number provided in the invitation letter will be verified to assess 
eligibility. Applications with an inconsistent ARES number will be rejected.  

2. Type of Activity. Proposals will be checked to confirm that the service requested is a 
recommended activity (as per Invitation letter) that falls under the activities listed in 
Section 3.2 “Activities that qualify for financial support” above or any other activity not 
included in the listed activities, provided it is duly justified. 

3. Maximum cumulative financial support requested. Maximum cumulative financial 
support of €150,000 per EIC Pathfinder, FET Open and FET Proactive project (i.e a 
maximum of three EIC Booster Grants of €50,000). Maximum cumulative financial support 
of €50,000 per EIC Transition project (i.e One EIC Booster Grant of €50,000).  

4. Lack of double funding from EIC instruments: to confirm that the applicant has declared 
that has not received funding from other EIC Instruments to support the same activities. 
During the eligibility check, before sending the Eligibility Notification to the EIC Booster 
grant applicant, the lack of double funding will be checked against the self-declaration 
included in the eForm.  

5. IP rights: To confirm that the applicant(s) are the owner or have any necessary agreements 
with owners or right holders of those results, as described in the proposal. 
 

At this stage, the eligibility criteria are checked against the self-declarations and the complete 
acceptance of the Declaration of Honour included in the application form. Later, during the 
evaluation process, the above criteria will be verified. If an applicant is not compliant with any of 
them, it will be excluded. 

5.1.3. Experts remote evaluation 

The applications will be assessed by a mixed evaluation committee composed of three external 
and independent evaluators, including an EIC Programme Manager, an Independent External 
Evaluator and an EIC Project Officer (or second Independent External Evaluator). The evaluation 
panel will be selected with the aim of achieving geographical and gender balance whenever 
possible. Their knowledge and expertise in the thematic areas of the proposal will be considered. 
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The selected evaluators will be independent of the organisations involved in the consortium and 
of any third party applying to the call. The independent evaluators will sign a Confidentiality 
Statement as well as a Non-conflict of interest declaration before starting the evaluation process. 
  
The evaluators will assess the proposals based on 3 different evaluation criteria in accordance with 
the EIC Work Programme 2024 (Excellence, Impact and Quality and efficiency of the 
implementation).  
 
For Innovation Activities (i.e. activities to explore potential pathways to commercialisation), the 
evaluation criteria will focus on the following aspects: 

● Excellence. Timeliness and pertinence of the activities proposed; 
● Impact. Potential of the proposed deep-tech innovation to create new market or to solve 

pressing societal needs/problems; 
● Quality and efficiency of implementation. Expertise, capabilities, and motivation of the 

applicants to take this innovation forward to the market. 
 

For Portfolio activities, the evaluation criteria will focus on the following aspects: 
● Excellence. Contribution of the activity to the objectives of the EIC Portfolio; 
● Impact. Timeliness of the activity proposed to maximise its impact 

● Quality and efficiency of implementation. Engagement of EIC Portfolio’s projects and 
relevant external partners. 

Each evaluator will assess whether the proposal meets each of the award criteria and will give a 
GO or NO GO to the proposal. All proposals that receive at least two GOs after the experts' remote 
evaluation will be selected and will proceed directly to the formal check. 

5.1.4. Consensus meeting 

The three independent experts will participate in an online consensus meeting only if a proposal 
receives at least two NO GOs. The goal of this meeting is for the experts to align their evaluations 
and confirm whether they stand by their initial assessments. If the decision remains unchanged, 
the evaluators will provide their reasons, as well as recommendations for improving the proposal 
if they deem necessary. These conclusions will be communicated to the applicants after the 
Consensus Meeting.  
 
Proposals receiving at least two GO will be selected. Proposals not receiving at least two GOs will 
be rejected.  
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5.2. Appealing procedure 

The Boost consortium has established a process that allows applicants to appeal the decision of 
the evaluation in the event their proposal is not selected for funding. If an applicant believes that 
there has been a procedural or technical error in the evaluation, the following appeal procedure is 
available: 
 

I. Complaints, which should include a detailed explanation and clear evidence of the alleged 
procedural or technical error, must be submitted within three (calendar) days from the 
date of receiving the evaluation results via the dedicated support email helpdesk@boost-
tech.eu.   

II. The Boost Team will thoroughly investigate complaints to determine whether a procedural 
or technical error was made. A decision will be communicated within no more than twenty 
calendar days from the date of receiving the complaint, provided that all required 
information has been submitted by the complainant. If this timeline cannot be met, the 
complainant will be informed by email of the delay and given a new decision date. 

      
To maintain the efficiency of the process, each proposal is allowed a single appeal. The decision 
reached at the end of the appeal process is final, concluding any further discussion regarding the 
proposal’s evaluation. No exceptions to any of the rules explained in these guidelines can or will 
be made by the Boost consortium.  
 
We do not dispute the assessments made by independent evaluators (experts in relevant domains), 
so we only consider technical and procedural errors, as indicated above. Applicants may have 
different opinions about the outcome and opinions of the evaluators. Thus, the Boost team will not 
evaluate complaints related to the results of the evaluation other than those related to procedural 
or technical errors. 

5.3. Formal check 

Before signing the Sub-grant agreement, the applicants should provide documents regarding their 
formal status and fill in the form with the data required to conclude the Sub-grant Agreement.  The 
Boost Consortium will verify all the submitted documents to prove the eligibility.  
 
To confirm the formal status the applicant may be asked to deliver company’s registration 
document, legal representation (optionally POA), financial documents (e.g. balance sheets), tax ID 
number, certificate of fiscal residence, Bank Identification form, or other documents in case of 
doubts raised during the checks. 
 

mailto:helpdesk@boost-tech.eu
mailto:helpdesk@boost-tech.eu
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An entity that does not provide the requested data and documents in due time will be rejected 
from the call. 

5.4. Sub-grant agreement preparation 

Successful applicants will be invited for Sub-grant agreement preparation (GAP), which might take 
into account adjustments proposed by the EIC Programme Manager. 
 
Each selected EIC Booster grant project will sign the Sub-Grantee Agreement (SGA) under a 'lump 
sum model’. This means that the financial support to the third parties will be provided upon 
delivery of the expected output which, in this case, is the execution of an EIC Booster grant project. 
For consortia, the SGA will be signed by all consortium members.  
 
The SGA will include, as an annex, the ‘Individual Follow-up Plan’ for each EIC Booster grant 
project. This document establishes, among others, the KPIs and Deliverables that will be taken into 
account when evaluating the selected applicant’s performance at the milestones review, and the 
budget for the project. The Individual Follow-up Plan/SGA will also include the specific 
requirements resulting from the Ethics Assessment, when applicable. 
 

6. EIC Booster Grants support programme 

6.1. Programme summary 

 
The EIC Booster Grants programme is expected to last between 3 and 9 months, depending on the 
proposed activities; however, a longer duration is possible if properly justified. In all cases, the 
programme must be completed no later than 30 April 2027. Before starting the programme, each 
successful applicant will work with a Follow-up Manager from Boost team to define an Individual 
Follow-up Plan and will be required to complete a form to establish the impact baseline data for 
their project. 
 
At the end, they must submit a final report assessing their performance against KPIs, reviewed by 
the Boost team, external experts, and EISMEA before the final grant payment is processed. 
 
Six months later, applicants will complete an impact survey to assess how the EIC Booster Grant 
programme has influenced their progress and outcomes. 
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6.2. Reporting and payments 

The financing provided for each sub-granted project is determined through a lump sum scheme, 
taking into account the requirements specified in the call text. The selected projects will receive 
the funding as follows: 
 

● 1st Milestone Review – Project start:  
o Deliverable: Individual Follow-up Plan (IFP) including the Impact baseline data. 

The Individual Follow-up Plan is the document where the KPIs and Deliverables 
expected after the Innovation/Portfolio activities execution are established. The 
IFP is a document up to 5 pages.  

o Prepayment: A prefinancing of 70% of the total amount to the booster grant project 
(up to €35.000) will be issued within 3 weeks (15 working days) from the SGA 
signature, provided that the IFP and Impact baseline data is delivered and 
validated. 
 

● 2nd Milestone Review – Project end:  
o Deliverable: EIC Booster grant project Final Report. The final report is the main 

deliverable requested for an EIC Booster grant (except for ethics deliverable in 
exceptional cases). The final report is a document of a maximum of 10 pages 
presenting the work done.  

o Final payment: A final payment of 30% of the total grant amount (up to €15.000) 
will take place within 3 weeks (15 working days) after the approval of the final 
report.  

 
The assessment of the EIC Booster Grant projects’ performance at the Milestone Review will be 
done: 

● by the Follow-up manager in the case of the IFP while jointly preparing it, and; 
● by the most suitable experts from the Pool of Experts (including experts from Boost 

consortium partners as well as the Ethics Experts in the case of EIC Booster grant projects 
where specific requirements on ethics have been included as deliverable in the Individual 
Follow-up Plan and including, if applicable, EISMEA) in the case of the Final Report. 

 
The evaluation of the Final Report will be done based on the following criterion: 

● Deliverables’ quality: The excellence of the documentation will be assessed together with 
the structure, vision, and purpose. 
 

The criterion will be scored from 0 to 10. The threshold to receive the payment is 7 points. 
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A delayed payment mechanism will be applied to all payments. 15% of each tranche will be paid 
to the beneficiaries who completed the given stage once the whole Boost Project is completed. 
This should happen approximately 9 months after the end of the Project. The expected end of the 
Boost project is 31st December 2027. Relevant provisions will be included in the Sub-grant 
Agreements. Please bear in mind that the Boost project might be extended. 

6.3. Origin of the funds 

The Sub-Grant Agreement represents a significant commitment from both the Boost project and 
the sub-grantees who will receive funding. The sub-grantees will be required to follow a set of 
obligations towards the European Commission (for example: promoting the project and giving 
visibility to the EU funding, maintaining confidentiality, understanding potential controls by the 
EC/ECA, EPPO and OLAF). These obligations will be outlined in the Sub-Grant Agreement, which 
the selected applicants will need to review and agree to. It is the responsibility of the sub-grantees 
to ensure that they fulfil these obligations. 
 
All selected applicants should carefully review the terms of the agreement and ensure that they 
are able to meet their obligations in order to receive the funding and successfully carry out their 
project. 

6.4. Beneficiaries´ Responsibilities 

All beneficiary obligations are outlined in the Specific Grant Agreement (SGA), including, but not 
limited to: 

● Conflict of Interest: Beneficiaries must prevent situations compromising the impartial 
implementation of the project due to personal interests. Any conflict must be reported and 
rectified, with possible penalties for non-compliance. 

● Data Protection and Confidentiality: Beneficiaries must keep confidential any data or 
materials identified as confidential, both during and for six years after the project. 

● Financial Audits and Control: The European Commission may conduct audits and 
beneficiaries must provide all necessary information. They must retain project documents 
for up to six years. 

● Internal Communication: Each project must designate a primary contact point responsible 
for coordination throughout the programme. 

 

7. Helpdesk Support channel  
 
The Helpdesk supports applicants on formal aspects of the application via live chat. Unresolved 
inquiries will be redirected to the Helpdesk email, which also handles IT support for the Call Tool. 
All applicants will receive fair and equal treatment.  
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7.1. Questions during submission process 

Applicants should review the Call Terms, Application Form, and FAQs before contacting the 
Helpdesk. If needed, a live chat is available for guidance, with unresolved queries directed to the 
official support email (helpdesk@boost-tech.eu). The live chat will be available on the private 
website dedicated to hosting the call documentation and providing the link to the application on 
OnePass 

The Helpdesk will not pre-evaluate proposals or assess eligibility. It is the only official 
communication channel; messages sent elsewhere will not be considered. 

Responses are typically provided within 2 working days, but this may extend to 4 days during peak 
periods. Requests made less than 24 hours before a deadline will be addressed for the next cut-
off, except for technical issues, which will be handled until the deadline. 

7.2. Technical issues  

Applicants should submit at least 48 hours before the cut-off deadline to avoid technical issues 
due to high platform activity. Any technical issues must be reported to the Helpdesk before the 
official cut-off. Reports after the deadline will not be considered for that cut-off and will be 
addressed for the next one. Even with a timestamped screenshot, the Helpdesk's time log will be 
used to verify the report.  

In case of any technical issues or problems, please include the following information in your 
message:  

● your username, phone number, and email address;  
● details of the specific problem (e.g. error messages you encountered, bug description, i.e. if 

a dropdown list isn’t working, etc.); and 
● screenshots of the problem. 

7.3. Modification of an application 

The cut-off deadlines are final. If you miss a cut-off, you will have the option to submit your 
application for the next one. No exceptions of any kind will be made for the cut-off that has already 
passed, regardless of any personal circumstances. The Boost team will not re-open or amend any 
application, nor consider any extra information or documentation submitted after the cut-off 
deadline. 

mailto:helpdesk@boost-tech.eu
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Once submitted, an application cannot be modified or reopened. If an applicant wishes to make 
changes before the cut-off deadline, they must submit a new application. Only the latest 
submitted version before the deadline will be evaluated.  
 
The Helpdesk will not process any requests to reopen submitted applications or make 
modifications. 
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Annex I 

Application form 

1. Legal and contact information 

a. Applicant´s Main Contact Information 

Question Type Length Notes 

Name* Text Max. 20 characters - 

Surname* Text Max. 20 characters - 

Gender* 
List: 
- Woman 
- Man 
- Non-binary 
- Prefer not to say 

Drop-down list - - 

Email* Email - - 

Phone Number + Country Code* Number - - 

Position in the organisation Text  Max. 100 characters - 

LinkedIn Profile URL - - 

 

b. Organisation(s) Information 

Question Type Length Notes 

Organisation Legal Name* Text  - - 

Organisation Short Name* Text - - 

Organisation Legal Address* Text - - 

City/Town* Text - - 

Country* Drop-down list - - 

VAT/TAX Identification Nº* Text - - 

Registration Date* Date - - 
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PIC Number* Text - - 

Are you applying as a Single Entity 
or as a Consortium?* 
List: 
- Single Entity 
- Consortium 

Drop-down list 
 

- - 

Number of partners*  Drop-down list 
(1 to 5) 

 

- If Consortium, 
provide the 
number of 

partners 
Consortium Organisations* 
-Organisation Legal Name* 
-Organisation Short Name* 
-Organisation Legal Address* 
-PIC Number 
-Country* 
-Region (NUTS-2)* 

Text - If Consortium, 
provide details 

of the other 
organisations 

Website(s) URL - - 

 

c. Additional information 

Question Type Length Notes 

EIC/FET Project type* 
List: 
-EIC Pathfinder 
-EIC Transition 
-FET Open 
-FET Proactive 

Drop-down List - - 

ARES Number (EIC Invitation)* Text - - 

Grant Agreement ID* Text - - 

EIC/FET Project Name* Text - - 

Type of Applicant* 
List: 
-EIC Awardee 
-EIC Inventor 
-Technology Transfer Offices (TTOs) 
-Other Third Parties 

Drop-down List - - 
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Type of Applicants Consortium Drop-down List - If Consortia, 
provide details 

of the other 
partners 

I confirm that the applicant(s) are 
the owner or have any necessary 
agreements with owners or right 
holders of those results, as 
described in the proposal* 

YES/NO  
Form 

- - 

Is this application a re-
submission?*  

YES/NO Form - From the 1st 
cut-off 

onwards. 
 

2. Project Information 

a. Project Summary Information 

Question Type Length Notes 

Proposal Application Name* Text - - 

Proposal Acronym Text  Optional 
Max. 10 words 

Short Project Description* Text - Max. 50 words  
Min. 30 words 

Type of booster Activity* Drop-down List 
(Innovation or 

Portfolio) 

- - 

Specific type of Activity* 
The Innovation activities that qualify for 
financial support could include, but are not 
limited to: 
● definition of a commercialisation 

process; 
● market and competitiveness analysis; 
● technology assessment; 
● verification of innovation potential; 
● consolidation of IP rights; 
● business case development; 
● exploratory/preparatory work for 

creating start-ups or spin-offs; 

Drop-down List (List 
of Innovation & List 

of Portfolio) 

- Multiple 
answers are 

possible. 
Conditional 

based on the 
answer of the 

previous 
question – 

drop-down list  
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● support for hosting by a public or private 
incubator/ accelerator; 

● Other (If other, please specify the type of 
activity) 

The Portfolio activities that qualify for 
financial support could include, but are not 
limited to: 
● defining common objectives and 

activities; 
● building synergies within the EIC 

Portfolio and with any outside relevant 
partners, including within the EIT 
Community; 

● engaging strategic partners to overcome 
common challenges; 

● (co)-organising events; 
● maximising data sharing; 
● raising visibility of the EIC Portfolio’s 

community and the EIC; 
● Other (If other, please specify the type of 

activity) 
TRL Level of results* Drop-down List 

(TRL1-6) 
- - 

Market* 
List: 

1. Advanced materials for energy 
2. Artificial Intelligence 
3. Architecture engineering & 

construction technologies 
4. Food chain technologies, novel & 

sustainable food 
5. Health and Biotechnology 
6. Quantum tech and electronics 
7. Medical imaging and AI in 

healthcare 
8. Renewable energy conversion and 

alternative resource exploitation 
9. Space systems & technologies 
10. Sustainable Semiconductors 
11. Others 

Drop-down List - - 

Is the project led by a woman according 
to the definition in the EIC Work 
programme?* 

YES/NO  -  
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Link: 
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/document/do
wnload/5e1eb75f-e437-477f-9ee9-
ef54ff6387fd_en?filename=EIC%20W
ork%20Programme%202025.pdf  

IMPORTANT NOTE: You can fill out the sections on Excellence, Impact, and Quality and 
Efficiency of Implementation directly in the online form below (recommended), or you 
can upload them as a PDF file (maximum of 5 pages long).  

Please note that all other sections of the form, including the budget, must be completed 
in the online form. 

How do you want to provide your answers? 

(check box) I prefer to fill out the Excellence, Impact, and Quality and Efficiency of 
Implementation in the online form (recommended) 

(check box) I prefer to upload the description for the Excellence, Impact, and Quality 
and Efficiency of Implementation sections as a file (maximum of 5 pages) 

b. Excellence 

Innovation Activities - Questions Type Length 

Where does your Booster project come from? Provide a brief 
description of the previously funded project from which this 
Booster project originates.* 

Text Max. 1000 
characters 
Min. 300 

characters 
Describe the activities for this Booster project.* Text Max. 1500 

characters 
Min. 650 

characters  
Describe the timeliness and pertinence of the activities 
proposed.* 

Text Max. 2000 
characters  
Min. 650 

characters 
 

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/document/download/5e1eb75f-e437-477f-9ee9-ef54ff6387fd_en?filename=EIC%20Work%20Programme%202025.pdf
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/document/download/5e1eb75f-e437-477f-9ee9-ef54ff6387fd_en?filename=EIC%20Work%20Programme%202025.pdf
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/document/download/5e1eb75f-e437-477f-9ee9-ef54ff6387fd_en?filename=EIC%20Work%20Programme%202025.pdf
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/document/download/5e1eb75f-e437-477f-9ee9-ef54ff6387fd_en?filename=EIC%20Work%20Programme%202025.pdf
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Portfolio Activities - Questions Type Length 

Where does your Booster project come from? Provide a brief 
description of the previously funded project from which this 
Booster project originate.*  

Text Max. 1000 
characters 
Min. 300 

characters 
Describe the activities for this Booster project.* Text Max. 1500 

characters 
Min. 650 

characters 
Describe the contribution of the activity to the objectives of the 
portfolio.* 

Text Max. 2000 
characters  
Min. 650 

characters 

c. Impact 

Innovation Activities - Questions Type Length 

Describe the potential of the proposed deep-tech innovation to 
create a new market or to solve pressing societal 
needs/problems.* 

Text Max. 3000 
characters 
Min. 1200 
characters 

 
Portfolio Activities - Questions Type Length 

Describe the timeliness of the activity proposed to maximize its 
impact.* 

Text  Max. 3000 
characters 
Min. 1200 
characters 

Describe your target public or stakeholders.* Text  Max. 650 
characters 
Min. 300 

characters 

d. Quality and Efficiency of Implementation 

Innovation Activities - Questions Type Length 

Describe the team. Expertise, capabilities, and motivation of the 
applicants to take this innovation forward to the market. The team 

Text Max. 3000 
characters  
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assigned should be consistent with the work plan, objectives, and 
deliverable(s).* 

Min. 1000 
characters 

Outline the specific activities the team plans to undertake in the 
programme and with the grant.* 

Text  Max. 1000 
characters  
Min. 300 

characters 

Timeline of the activity (List the main tasks of the project and its 
duration).* 

Text  Max. 1000 
characters  
Min. 300 

characters 

 
Portfolio Activities - Questions Type Length 

Describe the team, the engagement of portfolio’s projects and 
relevant external partners.* 

Text Max. 1500 
characters 
Min. 650 

characters  
Outline the specific activities the team plans to undertake in the 
programme and with the grant.* 

Text  Max. 1000 
characters  
Min. 300 

characters 

Timeline of the activity (List the main tasks of the project and its 
duration).* 

Text  Max. 1000 
characters  
Min. 300 

characters 
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e. Detailed budget for the action 

Question Type Length Notes 

Total funding 
requested* 

Number/Currency (€) -  

If you are applying as a 
consortium, please 
provide the overall 
split per partner.  

Text  Max. 150 words  
 

 

Personnel costs* Number/Currency (€) -  

Purchase costs (Travel, 
Equipment and Other 
goods, works and 
services) (if any)* 

Number/Currency (€) -  

Other direct costs (if 
any)* 

Number/Currency (€) -  

Indirect costs* Number/Currency (€) - Calculated as 25% of 
Direct costs 

Subcontracting costs 
(if any)* 

Number/Currency (€) -  

Best value for money* 
Describe your best value 
for money strategy for the 
budget requested. 

Text - Max. 100 words  
Min. 50 words 
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3. Attachments 
a. List of EU-funded projects in which your organization participated or is 

currently participating (screenshot from the Participant Portal)* 
 

4. Self-Declarations 
a. Ethics Issues Table 

For further explanation on the questions listed below, check the EC Guide "How to 
Complete your Ethics Self-Assessment" available at https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/how-to-complete-your-
ethics-self-assessment_en.pdf  

As explained in these documents, please note that if you answer YES to any of the 
questions below, you are requested to provide additional information and documentation. 

Question Type Length 

1. Human Embryonic Stem Cells and Human Embryos 

Does this activity involve Human Embryonic Stem Cells (hESCs)? 
YES/NO 

Form 
- 

Does this activity involve the use of human embryos? 
YES/NO 

Form 
- 

2. Humans 

Does this activity involve human participants? 
YES/NO 

Form 
- 

Does this activity involve interventions (physical also including 
imaging technology, behavioural treatments, etc.) on the study 
participants? 

YES/NO 
Form 

- 

Does this activity involve conducting a clinical study as defined by 
the Clinical Trial Regulation (EU 536/2014)? (using 
pharmaceuticals, biologicals, radiopharmaceuticals, or advanced 
therapy medicinal products) 

YES/NO 
Form 

- 

3. Human Cells / Tissues (not covered by section 1) 

Does this activity involve the use of human cells or tissues? 
YES/NO 

Form 
- 

4. Personal Data 

Does this activity involve processing of personal data? YES/NO - 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/how-to-complete-your-ethics-self-assessment_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/how-to-complete-your-ethics-self-assessment_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/how-to-complete-your-ethics-self-assessment_en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32014R0536
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Form 

Does this activity involve further processing of previously collected 
personal data (including use of preexisting data sets or sources, 
merging existing data sets)? 

YES/NO 
Form 

- 

Is it planned to export personal data from the EU to non-EU 
countries? 

YES/NO 
Form 

- 

Is it planned to import personal data from non-EU countries into 
the EU or from a non-EU country to another non-EU country? 

YES/NO 
Form 

- 

Does this activity involve the processing of personal data related to 
criminal convictions or offences? 

YES/NO 
Form 

- 

5. Animals 

Does this activity involve animals? 
YES/NO 

Form 
- 

6. Non-EU Countries 

Will some of the activities be carried out in non-EU countries? 
YES/NO 

Form 
- 

In case non-EU countries are involved, do the activities undertaken 
in these countries raise potential ethics issues? 

YES/NO 
Form 

 

Is it planned to use local resources (e.g. animal and/or human tissue 
samples, genetic material, live animals, human remains, materials of 
historical value, endangered fauna or flora samples, etc.)? 

YES/NO 
Form 

- 

Is it planned to import any material (other than data) from non-EU 
countries into the EU or from a non-EU country to another non-EU 
country? For data imports, see section 4. 

YES/NO 
Form 

- 

Is it planned to export any material (other than data) from the EU to 
non-EU countries? For data exports, see section 4. 

YES/NO 
Form 

- 

Does this activity involve low and/or lower middle income 
countries, (if yes, detail the benefitsharing actions planned in the 
self-assessment) 

YES/NO 
Form 

- 

Could the situation in the country put the individuals taking part in 
the activity at risk? 

YES/NO 
Form 

- 

7. Environment, Health and Safety 

Does this activity involve the use of substances or processes that 
may cause harm to the environment, to animals or plants (during 
the implementation of the activity or further to the use of the 
results, as a possible impact)? 

YES/NO 
Form 

- 

https://datahelpdesk.worldbank.org/knowledgebase/articles/906519
https://datahelpdesk.worldbank.org/knowledgebase/articles/906519
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Does this activity deal with endangered fauna and/or flora / 
protected areas? 

YES/NO 
Form 

- 

Does this activity involve the use of substances or processes that 
may cause harm to humans, including those performing the activity 
(during the implementation of the activity or further to the use of 
the results, as a possible impact)? 

YES/NO 
Form 

- 

8. Artificial Intelligence 

Does this activity involve the development, deployment and/or use 
of Artificial Intelligence-based systems? 

YES/NO 
Form 

- 

9. Other Ethics Issues 

Are there any other ethics issues that should be taken into 
consideration? 

YES/NO 
Form 

- 

 

Question Type Length 

I confirm that I have taken into account all ethics issues above and that, if 

any ethics issues apply, I will complete the ethics self-assessment as 

described in the guidelines How to Complete your Ethics Self-Assessment 

I confirm 
“Tick” 

- 

b. Ethics Self-assessment 

Question Type Length 

Ethical dimension of the objectives, methodology and likely 
impact.* 

Text Max. 750 
Min. 50 

Compliance with ethical principles and relevant legislations.* Text Max. 750 
Min. 50 

c. Declaration of Honour 

Question Type Length 

By submitting this form, I hereby certify that:   

1. The information provided for this project is truthful, correct and complete.   

2. The information concerning the legal status in the Application for my 

organisation is correct and complete and concurs with the stipulations 

outlined in the Call for proposals Terms or References, including its annexes 

(if applicable).  

I agree 
“Tick” 

- 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/how-to-complete-your-ethics-self-assessment_en.pdf
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3. My organisation commits to comply with the eligibility criteria set out in 

the call for proposals for the entire duration of the action.   

4. My organisation:   

• is committed to participate in the action;   

• has stable and sufficient sources of funding to maintain the activity 

throughout the action and to provide any counterpart funding necessary;  • 

has or will have the necessary resources needed to implement the action;   

5. My organisation:   

• is NOT subject to an administrative sanction (i.e., exclusion or financial 

penalty decision).   

6. My organisation is NOT in one of the following exclusion situations:   

• bankrupt, being wound up, having the affairs administered by the courts, 

entered into an arrangement with creditors, suspended business activities or 

subject to any other similar proceedings or procedures;   

• in breach of social security or tax obligations.   

7. My organisation (or persons having powers of representation, decision-

making or control, beneficial owners or persons who are essential for the 

award/implementation of the grant): are NOT in one of the following 

exclusion situations:   

• guilty of grave professional misconduct;   

• committed fraud, corruption, links to a criminal organisation, money 

laundering, terrorism-related crimes (including terrorism financing), child 

labour or human trafficking;   

• shown significant deficiencies in complying with main obligations under 

an EU procurement contract, grant agreement or grant decision;   

• guilty of irregularities within the meaning of Article 1(2) of Regulation No 

2988/95;    

• created under a different jurisdiction with the intent to circumvent fiscal, 

social, or other legal obligations in the country of origin (including creation 

of another entity with this purpose).   

8. My organisation is NOT subject to a conflict of interest in connection with 

this grant and will notify — without delay — any situation which could give 

rise to a conflict of interests.  
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9. My organisation has NOT and will NOT, neither directly nor indirectly, 

grant, seek, obtain, or accept any advantage in connection with this grant 

that would constitute an illegal practice or involve corruption.   

10. My organisation is aware that false declarations may lead to rejection, 

suspension, termination or reduction of the grant and to administrative 

sanctions (i.e., financial penalties and/or exclusion from all future EU 

procurement contracts, grants, prizes and expert contracts). 

11. I have read and accepted the information about the project, as provided 

in the Call for proposals Terms of Reference (ToR). 

12. I acknowledge that the evaluators and the European Commission and its 

bodies and agencies may have access to the data collected under the open 

call. 

d. Double Funding Self-declaration 

Question Type Length 

By submitting this form, I hereby certify that: My organisation has not 

received and will not claim any other EU fund for the activities described in 

this proposal and will give notice of any future EU funding for the activities 

of this proposal  AND of any EU operating grant(s) given to my organisation. 

I agree 
“Tick” 

- 

e. Privacy Policy  

Question Type Length 

By submitting this form, I confirm that I have read the privacy notice at:  

https://fundingbox.com/privacy-notices/open-call/  

I agree 
“Tick” 

- 

 

https://fundingbox.com/privacy-notices/open-call/

